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UNEMPLOYMENT RATE — WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

641. Mrs L.M. HARVEY to the Premier: 
I refer to Australian Bureau of Statistics unemployment data released today that highlights that the seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rate has increased to 5.9 per cent and there are an additional 2 000 Western Australians 
out of work since last month. Can the Premier confirm that the number of unemployed Western Australians is 
effectively the same as at the time of the state election two and a half years ago and that the government has failed 
to deliver its promised jobs bonanza, which is the reason that so many Western Australian families are struggling 
with their mortgages? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Since this government came to office, 52 400 new jobs have been created in Western Australia. According to the 
statistics published by the ABS, 52 400 new jobs have been created by this government. In the last term of the last 
Liberal–National government, not a single new job was created—not a single job. In fact, in the last two years of 
the last Liberal–National government, 25 000 jobs were lost in Western Australia. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, please! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Western Australia has the third-lowest unemployment rate in the country, behind New South 
Wales and Victoria. Our annual growth in full-time employment is now at its highest level since July 2013, at 
2.8 per cent. When we came to government, almost 90 000 Western Australians were out of work. Just this week 
we saw planning reform from the Minister for Planning. We saw the Minister for Defence Issues leading the charge 
for all of the submarine maintenance to be done here in Western Australia. This government is getting on with the 
job of creating jobs for Western Australians, and 52 400 Western Australians are employed who were unemployed 
when the Liberal–National government was in office. 
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